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Introduction 

It became necessary to switch to a different manner of producing this 
newsletter. There are excellent tools out there for writing great content. 
Unfortunately a certain level of complexity was reached that prevented 
this remaining a strictly text-based e-mail newsletter. Text that is shown 
in red herein is a clickable link. The original |AT^X 2 e file is also embedded 
herein. Multiple source documents have been included and embedded 
two ways for your consideration as well. 

When documents begin to get complex, LualAT^X helps me keep them 
structured in a presentable form. We are in a situation where life itself 
is getting exponentially more complex daily. This simply makes this as 
simple as possible. 

Before we dive into the main business, we pause for a moment for 
the US Census Bureau’s featurette Profile America: 

Wednesday, March 18th. FM radio is 79 years old this month. 

In 1941, the first commercial FM station went on the air — 
W47NV in Nashville, Tennessee. FM — standing for frequency 
modulation — was first proposed by Edwin Armstrong in 1922. 

By 1934, he was demonstrating to network officials how FM 
was unaffected by static, like all the radio stations then on 
the air, which used AM, or amplitude modulation. 

World War II interrupted the advance of FM broadcasting, 
which surged in the 1960s when it began transmitting in stereo. 



Today, some 82,000 people work in around 15,500 licensed 
radio stations, of which nearly 11,000 broadcast on the FM 
band. 

Profile America is in its 23rd year as a public service of the 
U.S. Census Bureau. 


Reacting to COVID-19 

Sometimes we just cannot react fast enough to the situation at hand. 
With as fast as the Governor of Ohio, Mike DeWine, has been moving to 
shut things down across the state pre-existing contingency plans wind 
up invalidated and insufficient time has been out there to prepare new 
ones. Details about how to watch the daily press conferences by the 
governor including via satellite downlink are available via Ohio Chan¬ 
nel. There has been push-back against the governor’s actions especially 
as reported in one case by WOIO TV’s news department as to the local 
Winking Lizard restaurant chain. Sometimes things simply escalate like 
the Molotov cocktail incident at the local Walmart. 

A late contingent continuity of operations plan for one local library 
that never got to be presented due to further last minute indefinite clo¬ 
sure decisions was prepared by Erie Looking Productions. It is short 
enough to share. It stated: 

This is an operational proposal in light of the closure of mul¬ 
tiple libraries in Ashtabula County due to COVID-19. This was 
especially prompted by the sudden indefinite closure of Harbor- 
Topky Public Library. 1 With the resulting lack of access to 
physical collections it becomes necessary to provide access 
alternatives. Interim guidance by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention now indicate that mass gatherings of 
50 people or more should be canceled or postponed through¬ 
out the country. 2 

A daily video live stream would be beneficial to the served 
communities in Ashtabula County if produced by our libraries. 

^ee: https://www.facebook.com/HarborTopkyLibrary/posts/2768619136508463 

2 See: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/mass- 
gat her ings- ready -for- cov id -19 . html 



This would operate as a reduced service level "in exile” during 
the COVID-19 crisis. Many multiple digital services remain 
available from libraries but instruction still needs to happen 
in terms of how to use them. Reader Advisory as to ebook 
offerings could be done in general as to what is available for 
borrowing from the CLEVNET consortium holdings. Story¬ 
time with public domain story offerings could be done on a 
limited basis as well. A reading of the day’s Profile America 
script from the US Census Bureau would also help ground 
the content as being in the present. 3 

The technology to be used for this would be the Open Broad¬ 
cast Studio software in concert with either Facebook Live or 
YouTube Live. YouTube Live has the broader platform avail¬ 
ability which may make it preferable for use as it can be seen 
on more devices but there is the risk of ads intruding. Face- 
book Live has less risk of intrusive ads but is not as broadly 
available across all common device platforms. Video seg¬ 
ments would be recorded by cooperating partners and then 
collected at the streaming point to create a single broadcast. 

The broadcast time would be publicized through whatever 
resources remain available to the libraries and patrons would 
be encouraged to watch. 

An example show run list would include: 

Opening Greeting from an appropriate person 

Profile America Read the day’s ”DJ Read” script 

News Read any high-interest stories from Voice of America 
as appropriate 

Readers Advisory Talk about something from the ebook of¬ 
ferings 

Screencast Show on-screen how to use something from Hoopla 
perhaps 

Storytime A Brothers Grimm story? 

3 Scripts can be found online at https: //www. census. gov/library/audio/prof ile-america 
. html. 



Closing Thank for joining for broadcast, tell when next broad¬ 
cast will be, and sign off 

Due to the indefinite nature of this crisis the need for this 
may stretch on for an unknown time. Maintaining some sem¬ 
blance of contact will be essential to preserve public order 
as well as well-being. It would also help justify the continu¬ 
ing collection of tax dollars to fund the library agencies dur¬ 
ing their closure. This is a moderately intensive effort that 
could be spread cooperatively across libraries in Ashtabaula 
County that Erie Looking Productions would be able to assist 
in facilitating. Together we can work through this crisis and 
come out stronger. 

It is currently unknown if that rough outline of a plan can actually 
be executed. The systems in use at the local libraries from Hoopla and 
Kanopy do require some user education that was not done prior to the 
very fast closures. Screencasts may be very good things. 

That preaching at the nursing home has halted due to the COVID-19 
Ohio closure orders also makes time available to launch this. 

Contributions to help get this off the ground are always appreciated 
and can be made via PayPal. There won't be any support from any of 
the libraries. They're all gone. When they all disappear within 36 hours 
from operational status it is pretty much impossible to approach any¬ 
body with an idea like this. Much of life is shutting down locally except 
for stores that are being stripped increasingly bare. 

There are no promises that this can in fact be launched though every 
effort will be made. 


Free Media Resources To Check Out 

With closures across the planet and people having to brave the Great 
Indoors, a listing of overlooked media options is appropriate. Such items 
include: 

STIRR An ad-supported streaming television service operated by Sin¬ 
clair Broadcasting. Find it online at http ://stirr. com/. My 


favorite channels are the Newsy and Comedy Dynamics channels 
with occasional visits to the DUSTx channel. 

Tubi An ad-supported video-on-demand service being acquired by Fox. 
Find it online at https: //tubitv. com/. All the seasons of An¬ 
dromeda are there, apparently. 

Crackle Ad-supported service operated by Sony. You can find the infa¬ 
mous television series The Net which was meant to follow on from 
the Sandra Bullock film of the same name. I intend to eventually 
watch that. Check the service out at https: //www. sonycrackl 
e. com/. 

DUST An outlet for feature-length or shorter science fiction. Some of 
it is odd. The site can be found at https: //watchdust. com/. A 
good short to watch is Orpheus Project if you can manage to find 
it. 

The Prelinger Archives Rick Prelinger collected all sorts of crazy short, 
ephemeral films. RiffTrax sells riffs on some of these sorts of films. 
You can see the madness of educational films of yesteryear via the 
Internet Archive by visiting https: //archive. org/details/ 
prelinger. 

WRUW-FM WRUW, the student radio station at Case Western Reserve 
University, is great for playing more music and less hits. If you 
need a change up to get away from the drumbeat of the impending 
doom of COVID-19, visit their livestream at https: //wruw. org/. 

The Baen Free Library Who doesn't like free ebooks? Adventure, sci¬ 
ence fiction, and more are available as free downloads. Check it 
out at https://www.baen.com/categories/free-library 
. html. Work by Chuck Gannon is worth starting with. 

Planet Fitness Planet Fitness is doing daily "work-in” sessions via Face- 
book Live. Timing is a pain but with all their gyms closed in Ohio 
there is not much members can do otherwise. No equipment is 
needed for the "work-in” sessions that last twenty minutes or less. 


N AU Television Northern Arizona University used to have a satellite tele¬ 
vision channel available via DISH Network. Now it is available solely 
via Internet. You can find it online at https: //nau-tv. com/. 

University of California TV University of California TV used to be avail¬ 
able via DISH Network just like NAU Television. Now it is avail¬ 
able via Internet and there is a Roku app as well as iOS/tvOS apps. 
Check it out at https: //www. uctv. tv/. 

University of Washington Television Rounding out the three former DISH 
Network programmers, University of Washington also had a big 
presence. It is much diminished but still exists currently. Check 
them out at https://www.Washington.edu/video/. 

The Poynter Institute has an article up about low-bandwidth sites 
for media outlets which may become important as networks become 
increasingly loaded down. You can find the piece at https://www. 
poynter.org/tech-tools/2017/text-only-news-sites-are 
-slowly-making-a-comeback-heres-why/. CNN and NPR are 
highlighted therein. 

The Internet Archive's blog has a nice list of off-beat options list too. 


Wrap Up 

Thank you for joining us this week. The progress of COVID-19 has not 
been pretty. I know Fabian Scherschel was frustrated in his weekly 
newsletter by COVID-19 crowding out most other news. I feel certain 
there is life beyond just the virus. 

You can subscribe to this newsletter normally at https: //tinyle 
tter. com/erielp where content normally is not as structured as this. 
Forwarding of this is encouraged. 

Until next time, we’ll be seeing you... 


### 


Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) and you 


What is coronavirus disease 2019? 

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a respiratory illness 
that can spread from person to person. The virus that causes 
COVID-19 is a novel coronavirus that was first identified during 
an investigation into an outbreak in Wuhan, China. 

Can I get COVID-19? 

Yes. COVID-19 is spreading from person to person in parts 
of the world. Risk of infection from the virus that causes 
COVID-19 is higher for people who are close contacts of 
someone known to have COVID-19, for example healthcare 
workers, or household members. Other people at higher risk for 
infection are those who live in or have recently been in an area 
with ongoing spread of COVID-19. 

Learn more about places with ongoing spread at https:// 
www. cdc. gov/ coronavirus/2 019-ncov/ about/transmission. 

html#geographic . 

The current list of global locations with cases of COVID-19 
is available on CDCs web page at https://www.cdc.gov/ 
coronavirus/2 019-ncov/locations -confirmed- cases .html . 

How does COVID-19 spread? 

The virus that causes COVID-19 probably emerged from an 
animal source, but is now spreading from person to person. 

The virus is thought to spread mainly between people who 
are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet) 
through respiratory droplets produced when an infected 
person coughs or sneezes. It also may be possible that a person 
can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has 
the virus on it and then touching their own mouth, nose, or 
possibly their eyes, but this is not thought to be the main 
way the virus spreads.Learn what is known about the spread 
of newly emerged coronaviruses at https://www.cdc.gov/ 
coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/transmission.html . 

What are the symptoms of COVID-19? 

Patients with COVID-19 have had mild to severe respiratory 
illness with symptoms of: 

• fever 

• cough 

• shortness of breath 
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What are severe complications from this virus? 

Some patients have pneumonia in both lungs, multi-organ 
failure and in some cases death. 

People can help protect themselves from respiratory 
illness with everyday preventive actions. 

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with 
unwashed hands. 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 
seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at 
least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available. 

If you are sick, to keep from spreading respiratory 
illness to others, you should 

• Stay home when you are sick. 

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the 
tissue in the trash. 

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects 
and surfaces. 

What should I do if I recently traveled from an area 
with ongoing spread of COVID-19? 

If you have traveled from an affected area, there may be 
restrictions on your movements for up to 2 weeks. If you 
develop symptoms during that period (fever, cough, trouble 
breathing), seek medical advice. Call the office of your health 
care provider before you go, and tell them about your travel and 
your symptoms. They will give you instructions on how to get 
care without exposing other people to your illness. While sick, 
avoid contact with people, don’t go out and delay any travel to 
reduce the possibility of spreading illness to others. 

Is there a vaccine? 

There is currently no vaccine to protect against COVID-19. The 
best way to prevent infection is to take everyday preventive 
actions, like avoiding close contact with people who are sick and 
washing your hands often. 

Is there a treatment? 

There is no specific antiviral treatment for COVID-19. 

People with COVID-19 can seek medical care to help 
relieve symptoms. 


For more information: www.cdc.gov/C0VID19 












Ohio 


Department 
of Health 


Mike DeWine, Governor Amy Acton, M.D., MPH, Director 

Jon Husted, Lt. Governor 


DIRECTOR’S ORDER 

In Re: Amended Order to Limit and/or Prohibit Mass Gatherings and the Closure of Venues in the 
State of Ohio 


I, Amy Acton, MD, MPH, Director of the Ohio Department of Health (ODH), pursuant to the authority 
granted to me in R.C. 3701.13 to “make special orders...for preventing the spread of contagious or 
infectious diseases” Order the following to prevent the spread of COVID-19 into the State of Ohio: 

1. Mass gatherings are prohibited in the State of Ohio. 

2. Mass gatherings are defined as any event or convening that brings together fifty (50) or more 
persons in a single room or single space at the same time, such as an auditorium, stadium, arena, 
large conference room, meeting hall, or any other confined indoor or outdoor space. This would 
also include parades, fairs and festivals. While not mandatory, it is strongly recommended that 
Ohioans avoid unnecessary non-family social gatherings of more than ten (10) people in 
accordance with President Trump’s coronavirus guidelines issued March 16, 2020. 

3. For the purpose of clarity, a mass gathering does not include normal operations at airports, bus and 
train stations, medical facilities, libraries, shopping malls and centers, or other spaces where 50 or 
more persons may be in transit. It also does not include typical office environments, schools, 
factories, warehouses, distribution centers, retail or grocery stores where large numbers of people 
are present, but it is unusual for them to be within arm’s length of one another. Notwithstanding 
this Order, buildings and venues that traditionally host mass gatherings may continue to be used 
for community events such as blood drives where attendance does not exceed fifty (50) persons. 

4. This Order does not apply to and/or excludes members of the media. 

5. This Order does not apply to and/or excludes religious gatherings, gatherings for the purpose of 
the expression of First Amendment protected speech, weddings and funerals. 

6. This Order does prohibit the following types of businesses from continuing operations due to the 
imminent threat of the spread of COVID-19 within the facility: 

a. Bowling alleys 

b. Health clubs/fitness centers/ workout facilities/gyms/yoga studios 

c. Indoor trampoline parks 

d. Indoor water parks 

e. Movie theatres and all performance theatres 
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f. Public Recreation Centers 

g. Indoor Sports facilities 


7. This Order shall take effect immediately and remain in full force and effect until the State of 
Emergency declared by the Governor no longer exists, or the Director of the Ohio Department of 
Health rescinds or modifies this Order. 

8. To the extent any public official enforcing this order has questions regarding the definition of mass 
gathering under this Order, the Director of Health hereby delegates to local health departments the 
authority to answer questions in writing and consistent with this Order. 

9. Regardless of whether an event or gathering falls within the definition of mass gathering, all 
persons are urged to maintain social distancing (approximately six feet away from other people) 
whenever possible and to continue to wash hands, utilize hand sanitizer and practice proper 
respiratory etiquette (coughing into elbow, etc.) 

COVID-19 is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death, is caused by the SARS-CoV- 
2 virus, which is a new strain of coronavirus that had not been previously identified in humans and can 
easily spread from person to person. The virus is spread between individuals who are in close contact 
with each other (within about six feet) through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person 
coughs or sneezes. It may be possible that individuals can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object 
that has the virus on it and then touching their own mouth, nose or eyes. 

On January 23, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health issued a Director’s Journal Entry making COVID- 
19 a Class A reportable disease in Ohio. 

On January 28, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health hosted the first statewide call with local health 
departments and healthcare providers regarding COVID-19. 

On January 30, 2020, the International Health Regulations Emergency Committee of the World Health 
Organization declared the outbreak of COVID-19 a public health emergency of international concern. 

On January 31, 2020, Health and Human Services Secretary, Alex M. Azar II, declared a public health 
emergency for the United States to aid the nation’s healthcare community in responding to COVID-19. 

On February 1, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health issued a statewide Health Alert Network to provide 
local health departments and healthcare providers with updated guidance for COVID-19 and revised 
Person Under Investigation (PUI) criteria. 

On February 3, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health trained over 140 personnel to staff a call center for 
COVID-19, in the event it was needed. 

On February 5, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health began updating and notifying the media of the 
number of PUIs in Ohio every Tuesday and Thursday. 



On February 6, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health updated all agency assistant directors and chiefs of 
staff on COVID-19 preparedness and status during the Governor’s cabinet meeting. 

On February 7, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health and the Ohio Emergency Management Agency met 
to conduct advance planning for COVID-19. 

On February 13, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health conducted a Pandemic Tabletop Exercise with 
State agencies to review responsive actions should there be a pandemic in Ohio. 

On February 14, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health held a conference call with health professionals 
across the state. The purpose of the call was to inform and engage the healthcare community in Ohio. 
Presentations were provided by the Department of Health, Hamilton County Public Health, and the Ohio 
State University. 

On February 27, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health and the Ohio Emergency Management Agency 
briefed the directors of State agencies during the Governor’s cabinet meeting regarding preparedness and 
the potential activation of the Emergency Operations Center. 

On February 28, 2020, the "Governor DeWine, Health Director Update COVID-19 Prevention and 
Preparedness Plan" was sent to a broad range of associations representing healthcare, dental, long-term 
care, K-12 schools, colleges and universities, business, public transit, faith-based organizations, non-profit 
organizations, and local governments. 

On March 2, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health activated a Joint Information Center to coordinate 
COVID-19 communications. 

On March 5, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health hosted the Governor’s Summit on COVID-19 
Preparedness, a meeting with the Governor, cabinet agency directors, local health department 
commissioners, and their staff. 

On March 6, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health opened a call center to answer questions from the 
public regarding COVID-19. 

On March 9,2020, testing by the Department of Health confirmed that three (3) patients were positive for 
COVID-19 in the State of Ohio. This confirms the presence of a potentially dangerous condition which 
may affect the health, safety and welfare of citizens of Ohio. 

On March 9, 2020, the Ohio Emergency Management Agency activated the Emergency Operations 
Center. 

On March 9, 2020, the Governor Declared a State of Emergency in Executive Order 2020-01D. 

On March 11, 2020, the head of the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic. 

On March 11, 2020, testing by the Ohio Department of Health confirmed that one (1) more patient was 
positive for COVID-19 in the State of Ohio. 



On March 11,2020, the Ohio Departments of Health and Veterans Services issued a Joint Directors’ Order 
to limit access to Ohio nursing homes and similar facilities. 

On March 15, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health issued a Director’s Order to limit access to Ohio’s 
jails and detention facilities. 

On March 15, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health issued a Director’s Order to limit the sale of food and 
beverages, liquor, beer and wine to carry-out and delivery only. 

On March 15, 2020, the CDC issued Interim Guidance for mass gatherings or large community events, 
stating that such events that consist of 50 or more people should be cancelled or postponed. 

Multiple areas of the United States are experiencing “community spread” of the virus that causes COVID- 
19. Community spread, defined as the transmission of an illness for which the source is unknown, means 
that isolation of known areas of infection is no longer enough to control spread. 

The CDC reports that people are most contagious when they are most symptomatic (the sickest) however 
some spread might be possible before people show symptoms although that is not the main way the virus 
spreads. 

Mass gatherings (50 or more persons) increase the risk of community transmission of the virus COVID- 
19. 

Accordingly, to avoid an imminent threat with a high probability of widespread exposure to COVID-19 
with a significant risk of substantial harm to a large number of people in the general population, including 
the elderly and people with weakened immune systems and chronic medical conditions, I hereby ORDER 
that mass gatherings are prohibited in the State of Ohio. Mass gatherings are defined as any event or 
convening that brings together fifty (50) or more persons in a single room or single space at the same time, 
such as an auditorium, stadium, arena, large conference room, meeting hall, or any other confined indoor 
or outdoor space. This would also include parades, fairs and festivals. While not mandatory, it is strongly 
recommended that Ohioans avoid unnecessary non-family social gatherings of more than ten (10) people 
in accordance with President Trump’s coronavirus guidelines issued March 16, 2020. For the purpose of 
clarity, a mass gathering does not include normal operations at airports, bus and train stations, medical 
facilities, libraries, shopping malls and centers, or other spaces where 50 or more persons may be in transit. 
It also does not include typical office environments, schools, restaurants, factories, or retail or grocery 
stores where large numbers of people are present, but it is unusual for them to be within arm’s length of 
one another. Notwithstanding this Order, buildings and venues that traditionally host mass gatherings 
may continue to be used for community events such as blood drives where attendance does not exceed 
fifty (50) persons. This Order does not apply to and/or excludes members of the media. This Order does 
not apply to and/or excludes religious gatherings, gatherings for the purpose of the expression of First 
Amendment protected speech, weddings and funerals. This Order does prohibit the following businesses 
to continue operations during this public health emergency due to the imminent threat of the spread of 
COVID-19: bowling alleys; health clubs/fitness centers/workout facilities/gyms/yoga studios; indoor 
trampoline parks; indoor water parks; movie theatres and performance theatres; public recreation facilities 
and indoor sports facilities. This Order shall take effect immediately and remain in full force and effect 



until the State of Emergency declared by the Governor no longer exists, or the Director of the Ohio 
Department of Health rescinds or modifies this Order. To the extent any public official enforcing this 
order has questions regarding the definition of mass gathering under this Order, the Director of Health 
hereby delegates to local health departments the authority to answer questions in writing and consistent 
with this Order. Regardless of whether an event or gathering falls within the definition of mass gathering, 
all persons are urged to maintain social distancing (approximately six feet away from other people) 
whenever possible and to continue to wash hands, utilize hand sanitizer and practice proper respiratory 
etiquette (coughing into elbow, etc.) 



March 17. 2020 





Department 
of Health 


Ohio 

Mfe DeWVfne, Governor Amy Acton, M.D., MPH, Director 

Jon Hustled, Lt. Governor 


RE: Director’s Order for the Management of Non-essential Surgeries and Procedures throughout 
Ohio 

I, Amy Acton, MD, MPH, Director of the Ohio Department of Health (ODH), pursuant to the authority 
granted to me in R.C. 3701.13 to “make special orders.. .for preventing the spread of contagious or 
infectious diseases” and for the purposes of preserving personal protective equipment (PPE) and critical 
hospital capacity and resources wi thin Ohio, ORDER the followin g: 

1. Effective 5:00 p.m. Wednesday March 18,2020, all non-essential or elective surgeries and 
procedures that utilized PPE should not be conducted. 

2. A non-essential surgery is a procedure that can be delayed without undue risk to the current or 
future health of a patient Examples of criteria to consider include: 

a. Threat to the patient’s life if surgery or procedure is not performed; 

b. Threat of permanent dysfunction of an extremity or organ system; 

c. Risk of metastasis or progression of staging; or 

d. Risk of rapidly worsening to severe symptoms (time sensitive) 

3. Eliminate non-essential individuals from surgery/procedure rooms and patient care areas to 
preserve PPE. Only individuals essential to conducting the surgery or procedure shall be in the 
surgery or procedure suite or other patient care areas where PPE is required. 

4. Each hospital and outpatient surgery or procedure provider, whether public, private, or nonprofit, 
shall establish an internal governance structure to ensure the principles outlined above are 
followed. 

5. This action is taken to protect our healthcare workforce during this unprecedented event. This 
Order shall remain in full force and effect until the State of Emergency declared by the Governor 
no longer exists, or the Director of the Ohio Department of Health rescinds or modifies t hi s 
Order. 

This Order takes into consideration and is consistent with the Ohio Hospital Association’s Implementing 
Guidelines for the Management of Non-Essential Surgeries and Procedures Throughout Ohio dated 
March 16,2020. 

COVTD-19 is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death, is caused by the SARS-CoV- 
2 virus, which is a new strain of coronavirus that had not been previously identified in humans and can 
easily spread from person to person. The virus is spread between individuals who are in close contact 
with each other (within about six feet) through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person 
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coughs or sneezes. It may be possible that individuals can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object 
that has the virus on it and then touching their own mouth, nose or eyes. 

On January 23,2020, the Ohio Department of Health issued a Director’s Journal Entry making COVID- 
19 a Class A reportable disease in Ohio. 

On January 28, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health hosted the first statewide call with local health 
departments and healthcare providers regarding COVID-19. 

On January 30, 2020, the International Health Regulations Emergency Committee of the World Health 
Organization declared the outbreak of COVID-19 a public health emergency of international concern. 

On January 31, 2020, Health and Human Services Secretary, Alex M. Azar II, declared a public health 
emergency for the United States to aid the nation’s healthcare community in responding to COVID-19. 

On February 1,2020, the Ohio Department of Health issued a statewide Health Alert Network to provide 
local health departments and healthcare providers with updated guidance for COVID-19 and revised 
Person Under Investigation (PUT) criteria. 

On February 3,2020, the Ohio Department of Health trained over 140 personnel to staff a call center for 
COVID-19, in the event it was needed. 

On February S, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health began updating and notifying the media of the 
number of PUIs in Ohio every Tuesday and Thursday. 

On February 6, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health updated all agency assistant directors and chiefs of 
staff on COVID-19 preparedness and status during the Governor’s cabinet meeting. 

On February 7,2020, the Ohio Department of Health and the Ohio Emergency Management Agency met 
to conduct advance planning for COVID-19. 

On February 13, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health conducted a Pandemic Tabletop Exercise with 
State agencies to review responsive actions should there be a pandemic in Ohio. 

On February 14, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health held a conference call with health professionals 
across the state. The purpose of the call was to inform and engage the healthcare community in Ohio. 
Presentations were provided by the Department of Health, Hamilton County Public Health, and the Ohio 
State University. 

On February 27, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health and the Ohio Emergency Management Agency 
briefed the directors of State agencies during the Governor’s cabinet meeting regarding preparedness and 
the potential activation of the Emergency Operations Center. 

On February 28, 2020, the "Governor DeWine, Health Director Update COVID-19 Prevention and 
Preparedness Plan" was sent to a broad range of associations representing healthcare, dental, long-term 



care, K-12 schools, colleges and universities, business, public transit, faith-based or ganizati ons, non-profit 
organizations, and local governments. 

On March 2, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health activated a Joint Information Center to coordinate 
COVID-19 communications. 

On March 5, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health hosted the Governor’s Summit on COVID-19 
Preparedness, a meeting with the Governor, cabinet agency directors, local health department 
commissioners, and their staff. 

On March 6, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health opened a call center to answer questions from the 
public regarding COVID-19. 

On March 9,2020, testing by the Department of Health confirmed that three (3) patients were positive for 
COVID-19 in the State of Ohio. This confirms the presence of a potentially dangerous condition which 
may affect the health, safety and welfare of citizens of Ohio. 

On March 9, 2020, the Ohio Emergency Management Agency activated the Emergency Operations 
Center. 

On March 9,2020, file Governor Declared a State of Emergency in Executive Order 2020-01D. 

On March 11,2020, the head of the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic. 

On March 11, 2020, testing by the Ohio Department of Health confirmed that one (1) more patient was 
positive for COVID-19 in the State of Ohio. 

On March 11,2020, the Ohio Departments of Health and Veterans Services issued a Joint Directors’ Order 
to limit access to Ohio nursing homes and similar facilities. 

On March 15, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health issued a Director’s Order to limi t access to Ohio’s 
jails and detention facilities. 

On March 15,2020, the Ohio Department of Health issued a Director’s Order to limit the sale of food and 
beverages, liquor, beer and wine to cany-out and delivery only. 

On March 15, 2020, the CDC issued Interim Guidance for mass gatherings or large community events, 
stating that such events that consist of 50 or more people should be cancelled or postponed. 

On March 15,2020, the Ohio Department of Health issued a Director’s Order closing polling stations. 

Multiple areas of the United States are experiencing “community spread” of the virus that causes COVID- 
19. Community spread, defined as the transmission of an illness for which the source is unknown, means 
that isolation of known areas of infection is no longer enough to control spread. 



The CDC reports that people are most contagious when they are most symptomatic (the sickest) however 
some spread might be possible before people show symptoms although that is not the main way the virus 
spreads. 

Mass gatherings (50 or more persons) increase the risk of c ommunit y tr ansmis sion of the virus COV1D- 
19. 


Accordingly, upon guidance from the U.S. Surgeon General, American College of Surgeons and numerous 
other public health experts, I hereby ORDER, beginning at 5:00 pan. Wednesday, March 18, 2020 all 
non-essential surgeries and procedures are cancelled. A non-essential surgery is a procedure that can be 
delayed without undue risk to the current or future health of a patient Examples of criteria to consider 
include: threat to the patient’s life if surgery or procedure is not performed; Threat of permanent 
dysfunction of an extremity or organ system; risk of metastasis or progression of staging; or risk of rapidly 
worsening to severe symptoms (time sensitive). Eliminate non-essential individuals from 
surgery/procedure rooms and patient care areas to preserve PPE. Only individuals essential to conducting 
the surgery or procedure shall be in die surgery or procedure suite or other patient care areas where PPE 
is required. Each hospital and outpatient surgery or procedure provider shall establish an internal 
governance structure to ensure the principles outlined above are followed. The Order is issued for the 
purposes of preserving personal protective equipment (PPE) and critical hospital capacity and resources 
within Ohio. This action is taken to protect our healthcare workforce during this unprecedented event. 
This^Qider shall remain in full force and effect until the State of Emergency declared by the Governor no 
logger exists, or the Director of the Ohio Department of Health rescinds or modifies this Order. 






March 17.2020 


Amy'Actq 
Director o 


n, MD, MPH 
Health 





